Durham Kennel Club

Disruptive Dog
Policy

Instructor Rights and Responsibilities

(as they pertain to disruptive dogs)

1. Instructors have the responsibility to see that all handlers and dogs enrolled in the class have a safe atmosphere in which to learn to the best of their abilities.

2. Instructors have the responsibility to provide help in the form of training advice pertinent to that specific class to each and every handler in the class.

3. Instructor’s have the right and responsibility to issue verbal warnings to any handler whose dog is behaving in a threatening, aggressive, or disruptive manner, and to explain how the handler should address this problem in the future.

4. Instructor’s have the right and responsibility to fill out an incident report in any of the following circumstances:

a) Anytime blood is drawn from either human or dog, other than dog biting owner.

b) Anytime a dog fight occurs (dog fight being defined as whenever one dog has a grip on another dog).

c) Under any circumstance where the instructor feels the dog posed a serious threat to other dogs or humans in the class.  Call this “instructor discretion”.  

d) Anytime a handler has been given multiple verbal warnings and specific instructions on how to deal with his or her dog’s threatening, aggressive, or disruptive behavior and fails to do so.

5. When an incident occurs, instructors have the responsibility to make their best effort to see that all parties involved in the incident including witnesses fill out the appropriate incident report.  It is also the Instructor’s responsibility to see that these reports are filed promptly and sent to the corresponding secretary who will then make a copy to be kept at the DKC building.  The instructor should note on the incident report if the owner/handler refuses to fill out a form.
6. Instructors have the right and responsibility to remove from class any dog and handler who pose a threat to the safety of others in the class.  Such action will result in an incident report being filled out and signed by as many parties present as possible.

7. Instructors have the responsibility to provide these excused handlers with a list of alternative dog trainers who deal with behavior problems in dogs.

8. Instructors have the right to expect all members of the DKC board and other instructors to support any decision to remove a dog from class.   Notice of such action should be made available to all other instructors through an e-mail system.  If this dog is currently enrolled in any other DKC classes, these instructors should be immediately notified of the decision to excuse the dog and be given the option to also excuse the dog.  Once excused, no appeal process will be available for the dog to return to that class at that time.  
Should this handler with this dog wish to apply for the same DKC class, they must wait at least 6 months.   At that time, the application will go to the appropriate committee (obedience, agility, show handling, etc.) for a decision.  Proof of satisfactorily improved behavior must be demonstrated to the committee before readmittance will be allowed.

Should this handler with this dog wish to apply for a different DKC class before 6 months has elapsed, both the existing instructor and the future instructor must mutually agree to the class enrollment. Example: the dog is excused from agility class because it cannot handle watching other dogs run and tries to attack dogs in class.  Handler wishes to enroll it in novice CD.  Instructors of both classes need to discuss the dog and both agree to enrollment or dog is not allowed in class.
9. Instructors have the right to expect liability insurance coverage from the Durham Kennel Club in the event it becomes necessary.

10. In the event a class is disturbed due to a disruptive incident, the instructor has the right to add additional weeks of class to make up for lost time.
Excusing a dog from class…

 Obviously we want to take the dog and handler to the side when having this conversation and have the list of referral names and numbers on hand.

“Could I have a word with you please?

We recognize that you are having a difficult time controlling your dog in class and realize this is extremely frustrating and potentially dangerous to you and others in the class.  We feel badly that we have been unable to help you and your dog make progress in this class.  In situations such as yours, it is our policy to refer you and your dog to a specialist in Animal Behavior.  Here is a list of such people: 

Dr. Barbara Sherman  animalbehavior@ncsu.edu  

web site www.animalbehaviorservice.com
(Others will be added as they become available)

You will receive a refund for the remaining classes you are unable to attend and we would like to invite you to sit and watch the remaining classes without your dog.  We wish you the best of luck and again, are very sorry we could not help you.”  

Sincerely,

DKC instructor

 Basic Manners To Be Followed Inside DKC Building

1. To ensure that all dogs enter the building safely and without incident, we ask that they all enter through the middle doors on a very short leash and move directly away from the door once inside.  We also ask that they exit in the same manner through one of the side doors to avoid possible confrontations.  Once inside the building, we ask that you continue to keep your dog on a very short leash.

.

2. Unless instructed otherwise, we ask that all handlers refrain from allowing their dogs to approach other dogs.  Many dogs do not like other dogs and become frightened or defensive if one approaches them.  Exceptions may be made by instructors.

3. Do not allow your dog to jump on other dogs or people.  It does not matter how friendly the owner believes her dog to be.  Other dogs may react in a negative manner to being jumped on which could result in a dog fight or a frightened dog.  Jumping on people could result in injury to the human by knocking them off balance and causing them to stumble, inflicting scratch marks from the dog’s toenails, or creating tension to the person’s dog who is watching his human being jumped upon thus possibly creating a dog fight.

4. Be aware of what your dog is doing at all times.  Try to avoid having your dog fixate, lunge, or bark at other dogs or people.  Staring intently at any target be it human or dog is one if the first signs of an impending attack.  If you notice your dog doing this, immediately distract the dog from his intended target by turning it away and putting more distance between him and the target.

5. Dogs who bark excessively are extremely distracting to all and will not be tolerated in a class setting.   Instructors will offer a variety of suggestions to curb the barking.  If the handler is unsuccessful in doing so, the dog and handler may be asked to leave.

6. Dogs who demonstrate any of the following aggressive behaviors may be excused from class and referred to an animal behaviorist for help before they will be allowed to return:

a) repeated growling, snarling, lunging, or snapping at other dogs or humans

b) involvement in a dog or human attack (other than the owner)

7. Handlers who repeatedly allow their dogs to violate any of rules 1-4 may be asked to leave class as their lack of willingness to cooperate with DKC rules of basic dog manners is putting other dogs and handlers at risk.

8. All DKC instructors have the right and responsibility to excuse any dog and handler from class if the instructor feels the dog poses a threat to the safety of the other dogs and/or handlers.

DOG FIGHT PROTOCOL

WHEN DOG FIGHT BEGINS

1. Get class participants away from fighting dogs – outside is good.

2. Please remember to remain calm in an emergency; your calmness will help everyone else remain calm.  

BREAKING UP A DOG FIGHT 

1. There are no rules of etiquette in a dog fight. Use whatever means are available to protect yourself and stop the fight as quickly as possible.

2. the most important thing to remember in a dog fight is DO NOT PUT YOUR HANDS OR LET ANYONE ELSE PUT THEIR HANDS ANYWHERE NEAR THE DOGS’ MOUTHS.  Try to disrupt the fight by distracting the dogs.  

3. Pull apart by leads if they are in place and not tangled.

4. If one dog has a grip on the other, use a blanket or large piece of clothing to throw over the dogs. Chairs also work well – put the chair right on top of the dogs. Loud noises might distract. 

5. If you are unable to distract them, you can grab their tails.  You could also try grabbing their hind legs and lifting the dogs up in the air.  [Use caution, dogs can turn quickly and bite the hand restraining them.]

6. All dog fights should be REPORTED ON AN INCIDENT FORM.

AFTER THE DOG FIGHT 

1. Talk to class participants. Try to calm everyone. Talk about how to prevent future such happenings. Remind class participants that we are working with dogs and we cannot always anticipate what they will do or why they do it. 

2. If class participants are very upset, do some control exercises (sit/down stays) or excuse the class a bit early.

3. Try to be as diplomatic as possible

DKC ACCIDENT / INCIDENT REPORT

Please Check:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Instructor  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Asst. Instructor  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dog Owner  FORMCHECKBOX 
Person(sustaining injury)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Witness


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: 


Print Name: 


Signature:


Address: 


City:
State:
Zip:


Phone:
E-mail address:


Date of Accident/Incident: 
Class involved:


Please Fill in information if applicable

Dog’s Name:
Dog’s Breed:


Dog’s Age:
Dog’s Gender:  FORMCHECKBOX 
Male  FORMCHECKBOX 
Female
Neutered:  FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No

Dog’s Size:  FORMCHECKBOX 
Small  FORMCHECKBOX 
Medium  FORMCHECKBOX 
Large  FORMCHECKBOX 
Giant

Description of Accident/Incident (use back of sheet for additional comments):

Please send completed from to:     

 Current DKC corresponding Secretary
Ann Carter
3234 Wood Duck Lane
Hillsborough,  NC  27278

DKC Sign-In and Release Waiver
I hereby waive and release Durham Kennel Club and its instructors, assistants, club officers and agents from any and all liability of any nature, for injury or damage which I, my family, guests, or my dog may suffer, including specifically but without limitation to any injury or damage resulting from the action of my dog or any other dog.  I expressly assume the risk of any such damage or injury while attending training class or other function of Durham Kennel Club, or while on the training grounds of the area surrounding them.
	Print Name
	Signature
	Dog’s Name
	Has your dog ever been dismissed from a class YES/NO
If YES, please discuss details with instructor

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Date:

